
The best of European 
design is featured at 
Maison & Objet Paris

BY SHARON AZRIELI
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER

FIFTY  
THOUSAND 
SHADES  
OF GREY

UPON MY RECENT VISIT TO MAISON & OBJET PARIS, 
one of Europe’s premier design shows, I found 
that it required much more than just a pair 
of comfortable walking shoes. Yes, I needed 
those shoes in the vast exhibition space; one 
hall alone of the eight measured 120,000 
square metres. But anyone attending the 
event would also need an almost-superhuman 
ability to focus, to screen out the superfluous 
in order to parse through the many exhibits. 
 Three-thousand exhibitors show their 
wares at Maison & Objet. It’s staged twice 
annually – in September and January – at 
the Paris Nord Villepinte Exhibition Centre, 
which is comprised of eight halls covering 
246,000 square metres. 
 The center, which opened in 1982, is near 
the Charles de Gaulle Airport. It is served by 
free buses that transport visitors from the 
centre of Paris.
 Within the exhibition space itself, there 
seems to be an infinite amount: the latest in 
decor, design, furnishings, accessories, tex-
tiles, rugs, tableware. In other words, all of 
the things that make our lives so rich. But the 
space is so vast, one couldn’t take it all in, not 
even if one were on horseback or on a scooter. 
And I did see many people on scooters.

 My UP! band told me I walked more than 
70,000 steps during my three days at the Mai-
son & Objet show. Once I had acclimatized 
myself to the sheer magnitude and scope 
of the event, I was able to find some superb 
exhibits.
 If there was a theme that was obvious from 
the get-go, it was the fact that the colour grey 
continues to dominate furniture. It looks as 
if the trend of grey as the go-to colour will 
continue. In my 70,000 steps, I saw 50,000 
shades of grey. Yes, here and there, there was a 
teal chair, a turquoise couch and even the odd 
red sofa, but may I suggest, oh dear designers, 
that you consider blush or taupe for your new 
neutral?  
 As a designer myself who loves rich, sat-
urated colour, I found it a challenge to hunt 
down vibrant hues in anything other than 
accessories … until I happened upon the 
work of Ana Roque from Portugal. One of 
the company’s chairs featured curvy lines, 
yummy blue and green fabric – velour and 
velvet – brass fittings, unobtrusive legs and a 
very broad seat.
 I also loved the JNL collection from Bel-
gium with its curvaceous, feminine-shaped 
sofa, upholstered in a tweedy wool, reminis-
cent of a suit from the 1930s. 

 Imagine my delight and palpable relief 
when, on the final day of the show, I saw 
the booth of my favourite designer in the 
world: Jonathan Adler. Jonathan, thank good-
ness, is a designer who has no fear of colour.  
I sank down gratefully into a turquoise chair  
and looked at magnif icent cookie jars  
labeled with various pharmaceuticals. And 
this brings me to another element of this 
incredible show, where half of the 3,000  
exhibitors were displaying tableware, cutlery, 
glassware. You could die from the dishes.  
I haven’t seen so many dishes since the last 
time I got married! •
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Ana Roque Ana Roque

JNL collection

Jonathan Adler

Jonathan Adler

Jonathan Adler

movatohome.com



Lord Lou

However, one designer stood out for the 
simple beauty of her table settings: Claudia 
Barbari. I was smitten with her tables, decor-
ated with little gold-coloured birds. But then, 
I love all things gold.
 There was also a lot to love about CNB Ori-
ental, a company that specializes in exquisite 
and delicate Japanese-inspired tableware. 
CNB began as a small store in Amsterdam 
in the 1970s, and is now a global wholesale 
concern that supplies homes, restaurants and 
healthcare. 
 Across the aisle from Barbari’s display was 
the Aynhoe Park Collection. Aynhoe Park is 
the British 17th century home of James Per-
kins, who has a collection of curiosities from 
those who did grand tours in the 18th and 
19th centuries. His ostrich feather lamps with 
their brass bases are definitely curiosities. 

The ostrich feathers come in four different 
colours, so the light changes with the colour 
of the feathers and they waft with the breeze. 
The feathers sprout from atop spindly brass 
stems. Think Dr. Seuss meets Downton 
Abbey in Horton Hears a Who. However, 
Horton has to wear white gloves. 
 On a much more serious note, if you are 
ever to be very cold in the Alps, you would 
want a blanket made by Monsieur Arpin. 
This Swiss company specializes in a broad 

array of products from bags and outerwear 
to cushions and bedspreads. Its blankets rival 
our own iconic Hudson’s Bay variety.
 There was one exhibit that all of my 
friends will consider very important: the 
collection of pet furniture from Nether-
lands-based Lord Lou. I was particularly 
enamoured of the Antoinette dog bed with 
its plush cushion and Louis XIV legs and I 
know my dogs would be, too.

 As Portugal continues to make its presence 
felt in the global design market, the country’s 
offerings were very much in evidence at 
Maison & Objet. Branco sobre Branco, the 
Lisbon-based company of designers Paula 
Laranjo and Vera Moreira, is behind some 
very distinctive furniture, including a boxy 
sea-foam-coloured sofa and swivel tub chairs. 
 Portugal is also the country that is home 
to Royal Stranger, whose unusual honey-
comb cabinets invite touch. Covered in 
hexagonal lacquered wood tiles, the cabinets 
are practical, yes, but oh-so lovely to be-
hold. These very ornamental pieces must be 
custom-ordered. 

 Maison & Objet is a feast for the senses. 
And nothing I saw or touched rivaled the 
sheer sensuousness of the marble bathtub 
from Jacob Delafon, producer of high-end 
bathroom fixtures. The feel of the solid mar-
ble bathtub was akin to solid silk. I have rarely 
felt anything so sexy in all my life. It takes 
200 hours of labour to create this masterpiece 
and, not surprisingly, it, too, is a special-order 
item. I suppose it’s typical of me to fall in love 
with the most expensive item at the event.

 Maison Images d’Épinal was established in 
1796 and boasts thousands of images, created 
from wood engravings and lithographic stones. 
The company produces posters, stationery, 
cards and tableware, inspired by its history.
 And because I love the design of the 18th 
century, I was captivated and deeply im-
pressed by the craftsmanship of Regia Style, 
which specializes in ornate wood furnishings, 
doors and accessories. They were atypical 
among the exhibitors, most of which special-
ize in modern and contemporary offerings. 

32 33

movatohome.comDESIGN

THE AUTUMN ISSUE THE AUTUMN ISSUE

Aynhoe Park Collection Arpin

Royal Stanger

Clauia BarbariCNB Oriental

Jacob Delafon

Maison Images d’Épinal

Regia Style

 There was something for everyone at 
Maison & Objet and I must express my ad-
miration for the organizational feat that it 
is. I thank the organizers for inviting me. 
The next M & O show will take place January 
19 - 23, 2018. If you plan to go, pack a pair of 
comfortable walking shoes. That is, if you 
cannot find a horse or a scooter. •
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